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The Yangtze Delta includes within its limits three famous
centres : Nanking, the ' Southern Capital' ; Chinkiang and
Shanghai, the commercial metropolis of China.
Soochow, in the north of the province of Kiangsu, belongs
more properly to the Great Plain of North China, whilst on the
southern limit of the deltaic region, in the province of Chekiang,
lies Hangchow.
Nanking is an ancient walled city, the walls 50 feet high,
enclosing an area of 35 square miles; it was made the capital of
China by the Nationalist Government in 1928, supplanting Peking.
A flourishing manufacturing city in the first half of the nineteenth
century, it suffered severely during the Taiping rebellion and
underwent a protracted siege by the Imperialist forces, capitulat-
ing in 1864. During this rebellion, probably half the total
population of Kiangsu perished.
Shanghai cannot boast the antiquity of many Chinese cities.
Up to the eleventh century it was nothing more than a fishing
village and not until the fourteenth century became a walled
city. Although destroyed by Japanese pirates in the sixteenth
century, by the early nineteenth century it had become the
leading port of call for sea-going junks. But the prosperity of
Shanghai dates from its establishment as a Treaty port in 1843
at the instance of the British Government. There is now the
old walled native city and, quite distinct, the foreign settlement.
The safety, cleanliness and well-ordered municipal government
of the foreign settlement has attracted over a million Chinese,
so that the so-called ' foreign ' settlement is to-day predominantly
Chinese, except in government. Shanghai is not situated on
the Yangtze, but on a tidal creek, the Wusung or Hwangpu
River, 14 miles from its junction with the main river and 54
miles from the sea.
The South-east Coast. This region corresponds roughly
with the provinces of Chekiang, Fukien and the eastern half
of Kwangtung. Backed by high mountains, which form an
adequate barrier from the centre of China, the outlook of the
region is towards the sea. With the exception of the valley
bottoms and certain narrow coastal strips, the whole region is
mountainous. The productive land, the villages and towns are
all concentrated near the coast itself. The region lies between
the Yangtze Delta on the north "and the Si Kiang Delta on the
south-west. At the northern end Hangchow is the liaison city
with the Yangtze Delta; at the south-western end Hong Kong
is in, but scarcely of, the region.
In contrast with the bare, deforested hills further north,
the mountains and higher hills of this region are forested; the